Programmatic computer simulation model for medical school planning.
A comprehensive programmatic computer simulation planning model for a school of medicine was generated by integrating several separate simulation models with on-site cost study information. An elementary validation of the model was achieved. The model generated program costs in terms of both faculty hours and dollars. Results indicated that the size of the medical class could be increased from 75 to 100 students within the present resource limitations by transferring faculty time to education from other programs. The maximum class size was limited by the availability of clinical material. The basic science departments could handle this class size easily without significant reduction in other programs, but the clinical departments could not do so unless inpatient levels increased significantly.